Here's a detailed explanation of the main English verb tenses, their uses, and examples:

1. Present Tense

a) Simple Present

Uses:

General truths or facts.

Habits or routines.

Scheduled events.

Structure: Subject + Base Verb (+ s/es for 3rd person singular).

Examples:

The sunrises in the east. (Fact)

She drinks coffee every morning. (Habit)



The train leaves at 6 PM. (Schedule)

b) Present Continuous (Progressive)

Uses:

Actions happening now.

Temporary actions.

Future plans.

Structure: Subject + am/is/are + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

He is studying right now. (Now)

| am staying at my friend’s house this week. (Temporary)

We are traveling to Paris next month. (Future plan)



c) Present Perfect

Uses:

Actions completed at an unspecified time.

Life experiences.

Actions with present relevance.

Structure: Subject + has/have + Past Participle.

Examples:

| have finished my homework. (Unspecified time)

She has visited Italy twice. (Experience)

They have broken the vase. (Present relevance)

d) Present Perfect Continuous



Uses:

Actions that started in the past and are still ongoing.

Recent continuous actions with visible effects.

Structure: Subject + has/have been + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

He has been working here since 2015. (Ongoing)

She has been crying; her eyes are red. (Visible effect)

2. Past Tense

a) Simple Past

Uses:



Completed actions in the past.

Past habits or facts.

Structure: Subject + Past Verb.

Examples:

She went to the market yesterday. (Completed)

We played football every evening. (Habit)

b) Past Continuous

Uses:

Actions in progress at a specific time in the past.

Interrupted actions.

Simultaneous past actions.



Structure: Subject + was/were + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

| was reading at 8 PM. (Specific time)

He was cooking when | called. (Interrupted)

They were dancing while we were singing. (Simultaneous)

c) Past Perfect

Uses:

Actions completed before another past action.

Showing cause of a past result.

Structure: Subject + had + Past Participle.

Examples:

She had left before | arrived. (Before another action)



He was tired because he had worked all day. (Cause)

d) Past Perfect Continuous

Uses:

Actions ongoing until a certain point in the past.

Structure: Subject + had been + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

They had been waiting for hours before the bus arrived.

3. Future Tense

a) Simple Future



Uses:

Decisions made at the moment of speaking.

Predictions.

Scheduled or planned actions.

Structure: Subject + will + Base Verb.

Examples:

I will help you. (Decision)

It will rain tomorrow. (Prediction)

The meeting will start at 9 AM. (Schedule)

b) Future Continuous

Uses:



Actions in progress at a specific time in the future.

Polite inquiries.

Structure: Subject + will be + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

I will be sleeping at midnight. (Specific time)

Will you be joining us for dinner? (Inquiry)

c) Future Perfect

Uses:

Actions completed before a specific future time.

Structure: Subject + will have + Past Participle.

Examples:



She will have finished the report by 5 PM.

d) Future Perfect Continuous

Uses:

Actions ongoing for a duration before a future point.

Structure: Subject + will have been + Verb(-ing).

Examples:

By next month, | will have been working here for five years.

Here’s a concise summary of all the verb tenses and their uses:

Present Tenses

Simple Present: Used for general truths, habits, and schedules.



Example: She walks to school.

Present Continuous: Describes actions happening now, temporary situations, or future
plans.

Example: He is reading a book.

Present Perfect: Refers to past actions with relevance to the present or life experiences.

Example: | have seen this movie.

Present Perfect Continuous: Highlights actions that started in the past and continue in the
present.

Example: She has been studying for hours.

Past Tenses

Simple Past: Indicates completed actions or habits in the past.

Example: He visited Paris last year.

Past Continuous: Refers to actions in progress at a specific time in the past or interrupted
actions.

Example: They were dancing at the party.

Past Perfect: Describes actions completed before another past event.

Example: | had finished before they arrived.

Past Perfect Continuous: Focuses on ongoing actions before a past point in time.



Example: She had been waiting for two hours.

Future Tenses

Simple Future: Used for spontaneous decisions, predictions, or scheduled events.

Example: They will travel next week.

Future Continuous: Describes actions that will be in progress at a specific future time.

Example: | will be working at 10 AM.

Future Perfect: Refers to actions that will be completed before a future time.

Example: She will have left by 9 AM.

Future Perfect Continuous: Emphasizes ongoing actions up to a certain future point.

Example: | will have been living here for a year.



