
The difference between phrases and clauses lies in their structure and the presence of a 
subject and a verb: 

 

Phrase 

 

Definition: A group of words that work together but do not contain both a subject and a 
verb. 

 

Types: 

 

1. Noun Phrase: Focused on a noun. 

 

Example: “The beautiful garden” 

 

 

 

2. Verb Phrase: Focused on a verb. 

 

Example: “is running quickly” 

 

 

 

3. Adjective Phrase: Modifies a noun or pronoun. 

 

Example: “extremely happy” 

 

 



 

4. Adverb Phrase: Modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. 

 

Example: “very quickly” 

 

 

 

5. Prepositional Phrase: Begins with a preposition. 

 

Example: “in the morning” 

 

 

 

 

Function: Acts as a part of a sentence (subject, object, modifier, etc.) but cannot stand 
alone. 

 

Example in a Sentence: 

 

“She walked through the park.” (Prepositional phrase) 

 

 

 

 

 

Clause 



 

Definition: A group of words that contains both a subject and a verb. 

 

Types: 

 

1. Independent Clause: Can stand alone as a sentence. 

 

Example: “She walked to the park.” 

 

 

 

2. Dependent Clause: Cannot stand alone and requires an independent clause. 

 

Example: “Because she was tired” 

 

 

 

 

Function: Can form a complete sentence (if independent) or act as part of a sentence (if 
dependent). 

 

Example in a Sentence: 

 

“She walked to the park because she was tired.” (Dependent clause modifies the 
independent clause) 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Differences 

 

A phrase is a group of words that does not have both a subject and a verb. It works as part 
of a sentence but cannot stand on its own. For example, “under the table” is a phrase. 

 

A clause Is a group of words that has both a subject and a verb. It can either stand alone as 
a complete sentence (independent clause) or depend on another clause to make sense 
(dependent clause). For example, “She sat under the table” is a clause because it has a 
subject (“she”) and a verb (“sat”). 

 

 

The main difference is that clauses always have both a subject and a verb, while phrases 
do not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The differences between finite/infinite verbs and transitive/intransitive verbs: 

 

 

 



Finite vs. Infinite Verbs 

 

1. Finite Verbs: 

 

A finite verb is limited by the subject and shows tense, number, and person. 

 

It functions as the main verb in a sentence. 

 

Examples: 

 

She walks to school every day. (Present tense, agrees with the subject) 

 

They played soccer yesterday. (Past tense) 

 

 

 

 

2. Infinite Verbs: 

 

An infinite verb is not limited by the subject and does not show tense.  

 

It is usually in the base form and is often preceded by “to” (to-infinitive) or used without “to” 
(bare infinitive). 

 

Examples: 

 



She likes to sing. (to-infinitive) 

 

Let him go. (bare infinitive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs 

 

1. Transitive Verbs: 

 

A transitive verb requires a direct object to complete its meaning.  

 

Examples: 

 

She bought a book. (“a book” is the direct object) 

 

He loves chocolate. (“chocolate” is the direct object) 

 

 

 

 

2. Intransitive Verbs: 



 

An intransitive verb does not require a direct object. It makes sense on its own or with 
additional modifiers. 

 

Examples: 

 

The baby cried. (No object needed) 

 

He runs quickly. (“quickly” is an adverb, not an object) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Distinctions 

 

Finite vs. Infinite Verbs deal with tense and subject agreement. 

 

Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs deal with whether the verb requires a direct object. 

 

Here’s a more detailed explanation with additional examples: 

 

 

 



1. Finite Verbs 

 

Finite verbs show tense (past, present, future), person (first, second, third), and sometimes 
number (singular or plural). 

 

They can stand alone as the main verb in a sentence. 

 

 

Examples: 

 

I eat breakfast every morning. (Finite verb: “eat” in present tense) 

 

She went to the park yesterday. (Finite verb: “went” in past tense) 

 

They are playing soccer. (Finite verbs: “are” and “playing” indicate present continuous 
tense) 

 

 

 

 

2. Infinite Verbs 

 

Infinite verbs do not show tense, person, or number. They are typically used with auxiliary 
verbs or as complements to other verbs. 

 

Common forms: 

 



To-infinitive: Verb preceded by “to” (to run, to sing). 

 

Bare infinitive: Base form without “to” (run, sing). 

 

 

 

Examples: 

 

I want to read a book. (“to read” is an infinitive, no tense) 

 

He let her go. (“go” is a bare infinitive after “let”) 

 

To succeed* in life, you must work hard.* (“to succeed” expresses purpose) 

 

 

 

 

3. Transitive Verbs 

 

A transitive verb always needs a direct object to complete its meaning. Without an object, 
the sentence may feel incomplete. 

 

 

Examples: 

 

She bought a car. (“a car” is the direct object of “bought”) 



 

We watched the movie. (“the movie” is the direct object of “watched”) 

 

He wrote a letter. (“a letter” is the direct object of “wrote”) 

 

 

 

 

4. Intransitive Verbs 

 

Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object. The action is complete on its own or is 
followed by an adverb or prepositional phrase for additional information. 

 

 

Examples: 

 

The baby cried. (No object needed, the action is complete) 

 

She runs every morning. (“every morning” is an adverbial phrase, not an object) 

 

He slept peacefully. (“peacefully” is an adverb, not an object) 

 

 

 

 

Comparison Table 



 

 

 

Mixed Examples for Clarity 

 

1. I am reading a book. 

 

“am reading” = finite verb (shows tense and subject agreement) 

 

“a book” = direct object (so “reading” is transitive) 

 

 

 

2. He likes to play guitar. 

 

“to play” = infinite verb (does not show tense) 

 

“guitar” = direct object (so “play” is transitive) 

 

 

 

3. She runs every morning. 

 

“runs” = finite verb (shows tense and subject agreement) 

 

No object, so “runs” is intransitive. 



 

 

 

4. The baby cried loudly. 

 

“cried” = finite verb (shows past tense) 

 

No object, so “cried” is intransitive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


